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I I hroughout the world, the poppy is
associated with the remembrance of
those who died in order that we may be
free but how many of us nowadays are

aware of why the poppy became the symbol of

remembrance and an integral part of the work of
the Royal British Legion?

Flanders is the name of the whole western part of
Belgium. It saw some of the most concentrated
and bloodiest fighting of the First World War. ‘

There was total devastation, with buildings, roads

trees and natural life simply disappearing. Only one other living thing survived
— poppies, which only flower in rooted up soil. Their seeds can lay dormant in
the sail for years without germinating and only grow when the soil has been
disturbed. The poppies that flowered following the devastation brought life,
hope, colour and reassurance to those still fighting.

John McCrae, a doctor serving in the Canadian Armed Forces was so deeply
moved by what he saw in northern France that in 1915 in his pocket book, he
scribbled down the poem, ‘In Flanders’ Fields’ The poem was eventually
published in Punch magazine and the poppy became a popular symbol for
soldiers who died in battle.

In 1918, Moira Michael, wrote a poem in reply, called ‘We Shall Keep the
Faith’ , in which she promised to wear a poppy ‘in honour of our dead’. This
began the tradition of wearing a poppy in remembrance.
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-BOILER REPLACEMENTS

-FULL HEATING SYSTEMS
INSTALLED

-POWER FLUSHING

-RADIATORS REPLACED

-APPLIANCES INSTALLED

-REPAIRS TO TAPS BALL VALVES/
BURST PIPES

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
INCLUDING TILING & PLASTERING

NO JOB TOO SMALL!
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