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Diary for  May 2011Diary for  May 2011Diary for  May 2011Diary for  May 2011    

Sunday 1st May  - Second Sunday of Easter 
 10.00 a.m.  Family Service 
 
Wednesday 4th May  
 7.30 p.m. Mothers’ Union meet at Vicarage 
 
Sunday 8th May  - Third Sunday of Easter 
 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
 
Saturday 14th May  Wedding at 3.30pm (choir) 
 
Sunday 15th May  - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 Parish magazine deadline 
 
Sunday 22nd May  - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
Friday 27th May - Friday Pamper & Shopping Evening 
at St. John's Church Langdon Hills (fundraising event for St. Nicholas Church 
Repairs)  Tickets £10.00 
 
Sunday 29th May  - Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  
 
Every Tuesday at 9.30am – 11.00am  St Nicholas Nippers. A pram service 
for the very young with their parent or carer in church.  
 
 

Every Tuesday at 1.30pm—3.00pm Tuesday Tea. For anyone who has 
been bereaved or who wants to chat and share some good company. At 
Manor Mission, Manor Road, Laindon (near Lidl). Hosted by St. Nicholas Church. 
 
 

Every Saturday at 10.00am E100 Bible Readings + tea/coffee in church.  
 

*** 
Bookings  
All enquiries for weddings, baptisms and funerals should be made to 
Revd. Diane Ricketts 01268 411190 
38, Claremont Road, Laindon, Essex SS15 5PZ 
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I  have always thought I was a bit of a 
dinosaur when it comes to new 
technology but have just realised how 
much even I have come to rely on it.   

 
I have had over a week without the use of a 
computer and to say it has made life difficult 
would be an understatement.  It has made 
me think how much our lives have changed 
over just a few years.   
 
I am imagining some of you say "not always 
for the better", and whilst this may be true I 
know there are a number of inventions and 

new technologies that certainly make my life much easier and more 
enjoyable and also better informed.   
 
So as I am writing this on a borrowed computer (in the hope that mine will 
be mended soon) I have had the chance to look at all the emails that have 
piled up and have seen there is a message from someone in Kenya who has 
been looking at our website and would like to come to visit our Church when 
they are in this country for a few weeks in May/June.   
 
How incredible is that? That someone so far away has been able to find out 
something of the life of this Church and wants to come and join with us and 
maybe enable us to know something of 
life in their home town and Church.   
 
As with everything, new technologies can 
be used for good or bad, but let's 
celebrate the fact that friendships can be 
made more easily across the world as well 
as on our doorsteps. 
 
God bless,   
 
Diane  

From Diane’s DeskFrom Diane’s DeskFrom Diane’s DeskFrom Diane’s Desk    

 



4 

dawn.knox@gmail.com          www.stnicholaslaindon.co.uk  

As I See ItAs I See ItAs I See ItAs I See It 

Happy Birthday to you, 
          Happy Birthday to you,  
         Happy Birthday,   
 Eileen Wackett on 2nd May 
  Samuel Bryan on 21st May 
 Happy Birthday to you!    

May Birthdays May Birthdays May Birthdays May Birthdays     

T he Olympic Legacy 
Education 
programme 
started in the 

school where I work 
during March, with a visit from 
Alison Mowbray, a rower, who won a 
silver medal in the Olympic Games 
at Athens. She gave a tremendously 
inspiring talk to the students, telling 
them how she had been useless at 
sport whilst at school. She couldn’t 
run very fast nor could she catch, hit 
or throw a ball. Nevertheless, she'd 
taken part in sports and had always 
tried to do her best. It wasn't until 
she went to university she 
discovered she had a talent for 
rowing and the rest, as they say, is 
history. I can't say I'm particularly 

interested in watching sport but I was 
riveted by her description of the race 
that won her a silver medal—as were 
the students. It’s very unusual for 
them to be so attentive! She spoke 
about having a dream and asked the 
students to tell the person next to 
them about their dreams. The 
student next to me admitted she 
didn't have a dream. She seemed 
quite embarrassed but I pointed out 
that at her age, I hadn't had one 
either. So many things had to 
happen before my Future began - 
exams, tests and more exams and if I 
could imagine so far ahead, well, 
after that, 'The Future' was a scarily, 
blank canvas. Perhaps you gather 
dreams as you age, especially if you 
have children, as you can often have 
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been worthwhile.  
Watch this space! 
 

Supermarket Vouchers 

Don’t forget to 
bring in the 
Sainsbury’s 
and Tesco 
school 
vouchers to church for Laindon Park 
School if you don’t collect for family 
or friends.  
 

Bluebell Walk 
If you fancy a walk in the woods to 
see the bluebells, make sure you put 
Monday 2nd May in your diary. The 
Bluebell Walk in aid of St Luke's 
Hospice leaves St Mary's Church, 
Langdon Hills at 2.00pm. 
Refreshments will be available after 
the walk.  
 
Harvest Shoe Box Appeal 
Autumn is months away yet but now 
is a good time to look out for any 
two for one offers when you go 
shopping, ready to fill the Harvest 
Shoe Boxes. Please also save any 
shoe boxes for Ros and Peter 
Pack. There’s a good excuse to buy 
a new pair of shoes, if ever I heard 
one! If you want to fill your shoe 
boxes with any liquids, e.g. shower 
gel, shampoo, conditioner etc., 
please remember that the size limit 
for bottles is 250ml. Any bottles 
larger than this cannot be sent 
in the shoe boxes, thanks.  
 

dreams for their future. But when 
Alison asked everyone to think of 
their dream, I finally knew what 
mine was. She said that it had taken 
her many years to achieve her goal 
of an Olympic medal and that she 
had moved forward in small steps 
but always trying harder and 
harder. It was only a week later, 
that I moved forward to my dream 
in a small but significant step. I 
opened a letter from The People's 
Friend magazine and expected the 
usual rejection letter for a story that 
I'd sent them, only to find they 
wanted to print my story.  
Success! Well, only a small success 
but it's a step along the road 
towards having my own book 
published, which is my dream.  
Have you got a dream? Let me 
know!  
 
Alex—The Latest News 
After spending almost a week in 
Bucharest, Romania, Alex had the 
operation to clear the blood flow in 
the veins in his neck. The procedure 
was successful but it will be some 
time before it is known how much 
of an effect it has had.  
However, the insomnia that Alex 
has suffered for many years was 
immediately alleviated and he thinks 
that his dexterity and balance has 
improved. One other strange effect 
is that he was able to ‘feel’ his face, 
not having realised that it had 
previously been permanently numb. 
How this will develop is anyone’s 
guess but even if some of his 
symptoms are eased, it will be have 
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Disclaimer: 
Neither the Vicar, Church Wardens, Parochial Church Council, nor the Editor 
take responsibility for the information given or views expressed in the St. 
Nicholas Church Parish Magazine. Nor is any culpability accepted in work 
undertaken by advertisers 

Royal Wedding 
By the time you are reading this, the 
Royal Wedding will have taken place 
and all the celebrations will be over. 
After the disgraceful way the press 
hounded Princess Diana, I hope they 
will allow the couple some privacy. 
Here is a prayer for Prince William 
and Kate Middleton and I hope that 
they are as happy as Jamie and I, 
who married almost thirty five years 
earlier on May 1st 1976.  

Vocations Sunday 
The next Vocations Sunday is on 
15th May and is an opportunity for 
churches to encourage everyone to 
reflect, discover and recognise God's 

Microsoft ClipArt. All ClipArt images used in this magazine are copyright of 
Microsoft Corporation. 

call to them. It is an opportunity to 
explore and encourage God’s calling 
to discipleship and service for the 
whole people of God. 
 If you would like any further 
information, please contact Joanna 
Cox, National Adviser in Lay 
Discipleship and Shared Ministry. 
 

Maldives 
It has been a scramble to get the 
magazine ready this month as Jamie 
and I went on holiday for two weeks 
to the Maldives, returning late on 
Easter Sunday. We spent a week on a 
dive boat, where we met some 
fascinating people from a variety of 
countries and then spent the second 
week on a small island, watching the 
wildlife on land and under the water. 
The trip highlight had to be the sight 
of a Whale Shark—a phenomenal 
sight! 
 

Thank You 
Thanks this month to all the 
contributors as well as to Jill 
Hartgrove, Peter and Betty’s 
daughter, who sends out the 
magazine each month to those who 
can’t pick one up from church, 
themselves. 
  
Every blessing until June... 

Dawn 

God of all grace, 
friend and companion, 

look in favour on William and 
Catherine 

and all who are made one in 
marriage. 

In your love deepen their love 
and strengthen their wills 

to keep the promises they will 
make, 

that they may continue 
in life-long faithfulness to each 
other; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
Amen. 
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Monday 2nd May – Bluebell Walk in aid of St Luke’s Hospice. Meet at St 
Mary’s Church, Langdon Hills at 2.00pm. Refreshments will be available in 
the church after the walk. 
 
Saturday 7th May – In aid of St Luke’s – Mooch with your Pooch – Basildon 
Sponsored Dog Walk around the beautiful rolling hills of Westley Heights. 
(one mile or four miles). Entry is £5.00 per dog or £6.00 on the day. 
 
Saturday 7th May – FLAMENCO NIGHT at Wat Tyler park, 7.00pm-tickets 
£10.00 in advance - £12.00 on the night. Alongside live bands will be 
professional flamenco dancers – It will be a night of pure emotion! 
 
Saturday 14th May – Barleylands Farmers Market 8.30am – 12.30. 
 
Saturday 14th May  - In aid of St Luke’s – Quiz Night at Fryerns 
Community Centre, Whitmore Way. Bar available, bring your own nibbles. 
Teas, coffee and cakes on sale during the interval. Maximum eight to a 
team. Tickets £5.00 per person. Contact Ruth 01268 416561 
 
Tuesday 17th May – 5K Summer Series – take part in our fantastic summer 
evening 5K runs – Donation £2.00 per person on the night. Please telephone 
visitor centre for more information 01268 419103 – Essex Wild Life Trust- 
Langdon Visitor Centre. 
 
Thursday 19th May 
Friday 20th  May 
Saturday 21st May – Basildon Amateur Operatic Society present ‘Anything 
Goes’ at the Towngate Theatre. 7.30pm Evening Performances, Saturday 
Matinee 2.30pm. Contact Vanessa for tickets 01268 548479 also, see page 
15. 
 
Saturday 28th May – Barleylands Farmers Market 8.30am – 12.30. 
 
Crunch Times 9.00 – 12.00 : Saturday 14th May – Langdon Hills – Valance 
Way, Lee Chapel North – Markhams Chase Centre. Saturday 21st May – 
Laindon – Little Oxcroft, Laindon West – Thornton Way. Saturday 28th May – 
Laindon – Noak Bridge, Coppice Lane, Laindon Link – Blue house Community 
Centre. 

What’s On?What’s On?What’s On?What’s On?    
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St. Nicholas SnippetsSt. Nicholas SnippetsSt. Nicholas SnippetsSt. Nicholas Snippets    

Our Feathered Friends 
It would appear, according to an RSPB survey carried out in January, that 
our birds are bouncing back. The RSPB were concerned with the dramatic 
drop in the number of small birds recorded in last year’s Big Garden Bird 
Watch caused by the harsh winter conditions. 
 

However they are please to publish that there has been a promising increase 
in garden bird populations since last year. Over 10.2 million birds were 
counted. Goldcrest sightings doubled and long-tailed tits rose by a third. 
 

I have had a pair of long-tailed tits in my garden for the past three years, 
prior to that I do not remember ever seeing one. 
 

One For Our Irish Friends 
IRISH PHILOSOPHY 
 

There are only two things to worry about 
 either you are well or you are sick. 

If you are well, 
then there is nothing to worry about. 

If you are sick, 
there are two things to worry about. 

Either you will get well or you will die. 
If you get well, 

there is nothing to worry about 
If you die, 

there are two things to worry about. 
Either you will go to heaven or hell. 

If you go to heaven, 
there is nothing to worry about. 

If you go to hell, 
you’ll be so busy shaking hands 

 with your friends. 
You won’t have time to WORRY!! 

 

Laindon and District Community Archive 
The group finally launched its website on the 26th March at Laindon Library. 
Joe Goodman did the honours of officially launching it. Members of the group 
and the library staff dressed up for the occasion. We opened up at 11.00am 
and did not close until 4.00pm so you can imagine there was a considerable 
amount of interest. 
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Members of the public have already started to contribute their memories to 
the site. Val Kingsley is one who has contributed an interesting piece on her 
family’s early connection to old Laindon. 
 

The following week the six groups involved with the project: Laindon, 
Billericay, Wickford, Hadleigh, Benfleet and Rochford all met at the Essex 
Record Office for the overall launch. 
 

Please have a look at our site and if you have any old memories please 
contribute them: www.laindonhistory.org.uk. 

U3A’s (University of the Third Age) 
During March we had the church groups of the Rayleigh Grange and 
Rayleigh U3A’s come to the church for a visit and a talk on its history. Chris 
and Daphne kindly provide tea and biscuits. Both groups appeared to enjoy 
their visit and I am sure left understanding why we are proud of our church. 
 

The U3A’s is an organisation of self help, self managed lifelong learning co-
operatives for older people (over 50’s) no longer in full time employment, 
providing opportunities for their members to share learning experiences in a 
wide range of interest groups and to pursue learning not for qualification but 
for fun. 
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The local Basildon and Billericay group have over 400 members, why not 
check their website and see the considerable number of different activity 
groups they have. I am sure there is one for you: www.bbc3a.org.uk. 
 

Cyprus 
I first visited Cyprus a few years ago around October time to see an old work 
colleague and his wife. It was an enjoyable week’s stay but I have to say I 
was not impressed with the island. Although the weather was warm and 
pleasant, it was dusty with very little greenery - not what I call a pretty 
island. 
 

I have just come back again from visiting the family and what a difference 
there was, following a wet winter. The wild flowers were in full bloom and it 
was green everywhere, you would not think you were on the same Island. 
 

However what really impressed me 
were the restaurants - one in 
particular. Why? Because it had 
this printed on the front page of its 
menu:- 
 

“I want to have a good body but 
not as much as I want a dessert”! 
 

Ken Porter. 
May 2011. 

Beach View 

Colleague’s villa 
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I n ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham 
Com did take unto himself a young wife by the name of Dot. And Dot 
Com was a comely woman, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, 
she was often called Amazon Dot Com. 

 

And she said unto Abraham, her husband: "Why dost thou travel so far from 
town to town with thy goods when thou can trade without ever leaving thy 
tent?" And Abraham did look at her - as though she were several saddle bags 
short of a camel load, but simply said: "How, dear?" 
 

And Dot replied: "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to 
send messages saying what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you 
who hath the best price. Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot 
have her way with the drums. And the drums rang out and were an 
immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, 
without ever having to move from his tent. 
 

To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the drums were 
saying, Dot devised a system that only she and the drummers knew. 
 

But this success did arouse envy. 
 

And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy 
horsefly take to camel dung. 
 

They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS. 
 

And Dot did say: "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by 
others." 
 
And Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or eBay as it came to be 
known. He said: "We need a name that reflects what we are." 
 
And Dot replied: "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators."  
"YAHOO," said Abraham. And because it was Dot's idea, they named it 
YAHOO Dot Com. Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious 
Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that he was, soon started using Dot's drums 
to locate things around the countryside. 
 
It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything 
(GOOGLE)  
And that is how it all began. 

The Beginning of the InternetThe Beginning of the InternetThe Beginning of the InternetThe Beginning of the Internet    

Jan Revell 
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St. Nicholas GallerySt. Nicholas GallerySt. Nicholas GallerySt. Nicholas Gallery    

Above: Paul Hickman and Molly show 
off the Fairtrade bunting that was 
decorated by members of the 
congregation and by St. Nicholas 
Nippers during Fairtrade Fortnight. It 
has now been sent off to The 
Fairtrade Foundation to be joined to 
bunting from all over the country in 
an attempt to break the World 
Record for the longest bunting.  
 
Left: Diane’s birthday cake, made by 
Molly.  
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Above: Molly and Diane with Diane’s 
birthday cake and present.  
 
Below: The altar on Mothering 
Sunday, showing the Mothers’ Union 
daffodils. Photos courtesy of Val 
Kingsley 
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What a Great Idea!What a Great Idea!What a Great Idea!What a Great Idea!    

H ow to seal a plastic bag and make it air-tight! 
 

What a great idea! No more twist ties or  
rubber bands! And they are watertight! 
 

Cut up a disposable water bottle and keep the neck and 
top, as in photo.  
 

Insert the plastic bag through the neck and screw the top to seal.  

Brian Baylis 
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Struggling with Debt?Struggling with Debt?Struggling with Debt?Struggling with Debt?    

Help for people struggling with Debt  
 

Lots of people are worried about debt at the moment. The National Debtline 
(www.nationaldebtline.co.uk  Tel: 0808 808 4000) will give free advice.  
 
The Consumer Credit Counselling Service (Tel: 0800 138 1111) will set up a 
debt repayment plan without charging a monthly fee.        

BASOP—Basildon Operatic Society—will be 
performing the musical Anything Goes on 19th May—
21st May 2011 at the Towngate Theatre, Basildon.  
The book was a collaborative effort by Guy Bolton 
and P.G. Wodehouse, with music and lyrics by Cole 
Porter. 
 

The story, set in the 30’s concerns madcap antics 
aboard an ocean liner, S.S. America, bound from 
New York to London. Billy Crocker is a stowaway in 
love with heiress, Hope Harcourt, who is engaged to Lord Evelyn Oakleigh. 
Evangelist, turned nightclub singer, Reno Sweeney, and Public Enemy No. 
13, Moonface Martin, aid Billy in his quest to win Hope.  
 

The musical introduced such songs as Anything Goes, You’re the Top and I 
Get a Kick out of You. Since its 1934 debut on Broadway, the musical has 
been revived several times in the U.S. and Britain and filmed twice. BASOP 
have chosen the 1987 revival which won a Tony Award for best revival of a 
musical on Broadway. Elaine Paige brought the show to London, co-produced 
with Tim Rice. She starred as Reno Sweeney, while John Barrowman played 
Billy Crocker.  
 

Performances will run at the Towngate, Thursday 19th May (evening)  
     Friday     20th May (evening) 
     Saturday  21st May (eve and mat) 
Evening performances: 7.30pm and matinee performance: 2.30pm 
 

So if you fancy travelling back to the 1930s, come aboard! 
For tickets and info: Diane Dennis—01268 417750 

BASOPBASOPBASOPBASOP————Anything Goes!Anything Goes!Anything Goes!Anything Goes!    
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Dawn 
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T he Laindon neighbourhood policing team work tirelessly in your 
community to keep you safe and to offer advice on crime issues in 
your area. 
 

PCSOs and police officers from the team carry out daily patrols to 
prevent crime, and to be accessible to you if you wish to speak to them. 
 

The neighbourhood policing teams also run a number of initiatives in your 
area to engage with members of the community, young and old, and to 
educate them on how they can help police prevent crime. 
 

Recently, PCSOs arranged funding from the Basildon Community Safety 
Partnership and took ten young people from a local primary school that have 
been affected by crime on four adventure activity days. The aim of the 
project was to give them a break from their day to day worries and gave 
them something to look forward to whilst encouraging skills, confidence, 
team building, communication, problem solving and leadership. Not only did 
these young people have fun, but they learnt skills to improve their daily 
quality of life. 
Junior Neighbourhood Watch schemes have also been set up across Laindon 
by PCSOs. The scheme was introduced as a pilot scheme at Phoenix Primary 
School, Laindon in 2009/2010.  The children of this pilot scheme won the 
High Sheriffs’ Award for community projects, which was a fantastic 
achievement. The scheme has since been introduced to all local primary 
schools, year six students aged 10/11 years old within the Lee Chapel North 
area of Laindon for 2010/2011. 
 

If you would like to speak to your local officers about setting up any 
community projects in your area, to get some crime prevention advice or to 
talk through any crime concerns you have, please contact them on their 
ward mobile numbers: 
 

Laindon Park and Langdon Hills 
PCSOs Steven Bohea and Siobhan Gosling  —  07875003517 
 

Lee Chapel North 
PCSOs Dawn Wells and Eve Mackie  —  07969365704 
 

Your local police officers and PCSOs also hold regular beat surgeries and 
Neighbourhood Action Panel (NAP) meetings, where all residents of that 
ward are invited to come along to talk through any crime problems. At the 
NAP meetings, residents set the police priorities for the area to tackle over 
the forthcoming month. Here are some up-and-coming dates for your diary: 

Laindon Neighbourhood Police TeamLaindon Neighbourhood Police TeamLaindon Neighbourhood Police TeamLaindon Neighbourhood Police Team    
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Lee Chapel North Neighbourhood Action Panel 
Monday, May 23 2011. 7pm – 8pm at The All About Centre, Leinster Road. 
 

Laindon Park Beat Surgery 
Thursday, April 28 2011. 3.30pm – 6pm in Hoover Drive, outside community 
centre. 
 

Langdon Hills Neighbourhood Action Panel 
Tuesday, May 3. 7pm – 8pm in Tesco’s, Mandeville Way. 

Answer that if you Will!Answer that if you Will!Answer that if you Will!Answer that if you Will!    

For those who love the philosophy of ambiguity, as well as the idiosyncrasies 
of English: 
 

Please enjoy and understand the following: 
 

1.  One tequila, two tequila, three tequila, floor. 
 

2.  Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 
 

3.  If man evolved from monkeys and apes, why do we still have monkeys 
and apes? 
 

4.  I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, "where's the self- help 
section?" she said if she told me, it would defeat the purpose. 

Left to right: PCSO Dawn Wells, PCSO Steve Bohea, PCSO Eve Mackie, PCSO Siobhan Gosling.  
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5.  What if there were no hypothetical questions? 
 

6. If someone with multiple personalities threatens to kill himself, is it 
considered a hostage situation? 
 

7.  Is there another word for synonym? 
 

8.  Where do forest rangers go to "get away from it all?" 
 

9.  What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an 
endangered plant? 
 

10.  Would a fly without wings be called a walk? 
 

11.  Why do they lock petrol station toilets? Are they afraid someone will 
break-in and clean them? 
 

12.  If a turtle doesn't have a shell, is he homeless or naked? 
 

13.  Can vegetarians eat animal crackers? 
 

14.  How do they get deer to cross the road only at those yellow road signs 
 

15.  What was the best thing before sliced bread? 
 

16.  One nice thing about egotists: they don't talk about other people.   
 

17.  How is it possible to have a civil war? 
 

18.  If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest drown too? 
 

19.  If you ate both pasta and antipasto, would you still be hungry? 
 

20.  If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done? 
 

21.  Why is there an expiration date on sour cream? 

Laindon MemoriesLaindon MemoriesLaindon MemoriesLaindon Memories    

Brian Recalls .................. 
  

Brian recalled more memories  
Of earlier years in Laindon to me, 

His mind pictured 'Laindon Memorial Hall,' 
With The Revellers' led by Fred Penson Snr 

Putting on such great shows. 
And he tells of a foggy night - 30th January, 1958 

When a lady came in and told of a train crash in Dagenham. 

Brian Baylis 
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I  should like to tell you about the recent children’s workshop Diane 
organised with the help of some of our ladies from the Mothers’ Union. 
We had such a fun couple of hours, 26 children in all came to play and 
sing and learn about the Easter story. We made flags with streamers, 

crowns with jewels and glitter on them and to the children’s delight, biscuits 
decorated with icing and sprinkles. Ros and Peter had made some chick 
baskets and they had a nest made of Crunchie chocolate and small eggs 
inside. There was Pin the Tail on the Donkey and we sang some Easter 
tunes. Pass the parcel, always a favourite with the children, and every one 
received a packet of sweets tumbling out of every layer. I don’t know who 
had the most fun, the adults or the children! I looked after three dear little 
girls, Lucy, Abbey and Maddie, they thanked me for my help and gave me a 
thank you kiss. 
We would not have managed without the help of Diane’s mother Eileen and 
Auntie Hettie (as I call her) in the kitchen keeping us well supplied with 
drinks. A good time was had by all even the adults!  

Easter FunEaster FunEaster FunEaster Fun    

Val Kingsley 

As he talks I can hear the love in his voice 
Of the years of his childhood in Laindon. 

Remembering Laindon Fire Station with its two tenders, 
He can still picture the siren at the top of the pole 

And hear it going off to this day. 
He recalls that if there was a chimney fire 

in Tyler Avenue, Basil Drive, Buckenham Road etc, 
they were refused attendance due to unmade roads. 

 

His love of 'Carry On' films and steam trains 
Merged when he told me that - 

On 9th May 1930 in the station house in Laindon 
The film star Joan Sims was born. 

Her father John Henry Sims, known as Harry, 
Was the station master. 

Laindon was just one stop on the Shoeburyness to Fenchurch Street Line, 
Carrying thousands of Essex commuters into and out of London, 

It was a magical world full of wonderful steam engines thundering through, 
Just as Brian recalls........ 

 

Yvonne  
Yvonne Baylis 
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Church Wardens’ ReportChurch Wardens’ ReportChurch Wardens’ ReportChurch Wardens’ Report    

T hank you to Barbara who has kindly donated a bush rose, ‘Golden 
Wedding’ in memory of her husband John Ball, also to Maurice and 
Daphne who have also donated a rose in memory of Maurice’s dad, 
Henry John Eldridge. They have both been planted in the new Ashes 

Cross area. 
 

This month we have made real headway with the pay back volunteers. The 
gate to the car park has been rubbed down and repainted. The bench at the 
bottom of the steps has been re-stained and two more dog notices have 
been put up making five in all. They have also been able to start cutting the 
grass. Unfortunately they have been called away and will not return until the 
end of May. So we need as much help as possible on Saturday mornings. The 
council contractors have carried out their first cut of the season. 
 

Two more trees, ‘Redwoods’ have been planted along the western boundary 
of the church. These have been kindly donated by Ron Levy who grows them 
for a hobby. He has promised more later on in the year when we have 
prepared the ground. He has his own website which is worth a visit. 
www.redwoodworld.co.uk.   

Les has also been very busy tidying up the gardens and planting fresh 
flowers, pansies have also been planted in a number of the 
graves.  
 

Peter, Maurice and Co. have continued to work hard on the 
car park and hopefully by the time this magazine has been 
issued the work should have finished and we will have a car 
park that will last us for a good few years. 
 

We have also started to replace cracked drain pipes.  
 

Churchwardens  -  May 2011. 
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Graham Fry 

M artin Fry, our church organist, had his camera at the ready during 
a recent trip to Amsterdam.  Whilst waiting at a tram station, he 
picked the right moment to capture his companions off-guard, 
with the result that yet more unsuspecting folk get the 'You've 

Been Frymed' treatment.   
If you would like to challenge me to come up with a caption for one of your 
photos, it's just a £1 donation to church funds.  Send your pics by email to 
the editor at dawn.knox@gmail.com.  
 

 
Caption: With the children's faces displaying all the joy of the 
holidays, Mum (left) realises just how long it is until they go 
back to school! 

You’ve Been Frymed!You’ve Been Frymed!You’ve Been Frymed!You’ve Been Frymed!    
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This Month in HistoryThis Month in HistoryThis Month in HistoryThis Month in History    

Wednesday 1st May 1957… Britain explodes its first hydrogen bomb at 
high altitude over the uninhabited Christmas Island. 
 
Friday 6th May 1966… Ian Brady and Myra Hindley who committed the 
Moors’ Murders are found guilty. 
 
Friday 7th May 1917… A German U-boat sinks the 32,000 ton Lusitania, 
killing 1,201 people including 128 Americans 
 
Sunday 9th May 1940… The Channel Islands are liberated on this day, 
they were the only part of the British Isles to be invaded and occupied by the 
German forces during the Second World War. The Islands had been occupied 
since June 1940. 
 
Monday 10th May 1954… The first rock and roll song to go to the top of 
the music charts ‘Rock Around the Clock’ is released by Bill Haley and the 
Comets. It stayed there for eight weeks. 
 
Thursday 13th May 1940… Churchill announces: “ I have nothing to offer 
but blood, toil, tears and sweat.” 
 
Saturday 18th May 1991… Helen Sharman is the first Briton in Space. She 
went up from in a Soviet Space Capsule, launched from Baikonier 
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. She was selected from over 13,000 applicants 
who answered an advert. Helen was 27 at the time and spent seven days in 
Space. She was awarded the OBE in 1993. 
 
Monday 27th May 1940… Code name Operation Dynamo commences on 
this day. A total of 338,226 Allied soldiers including 140,000 French soldiers 
were evacuated from the beaches around Dunkirk. Eight hundred and fifty 
boats were involved. 
 
Wednesday 26th May 1907… John Wayne is born Marion Michael 
Morrison. He was later given the nickname ‘Duke’ by his friends it was to stay 
with him for the rest of his life. 

Ken Porter 
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W hen you're using Microsoft Word 
and a particular word is on the 
tip of your tongue, you'll also 
find, it's probably at the tip of 

your fingers too! Simply think of a word with 
a similar meaning, type it in and right click on 
it. Select Synonym and a list of words with 
similar meaning will appear. If you would like 
to replace the original word with one in the 
list, simply click on the word in the list and 
the original word will be replaced.  
 

If you have a word, e.g. 'think', whose 
meaning you would like to look up, right 
click on it and then select Look Up. A panel 
will open up giving a dictionary, showing the 
different meanings of the word 'think' and if 
you scroll down the panel, you will see the 
thesaurus, with words of similar meaning to 
'think'. 
 

Keyboard Shortcuts 
 

Ctrl + A— Highlight and select all 
Ctrl + C—Copy 
Ctrl + V—Paste 
Ctrl + X—Cut  
Ctrl + B—Embolden text 
Ctrl + U—Underline text 
Ctrl + I—Italicise text 
Ctrl + Home key—Takes you to the 
beginning of your document 
Ctrl + End key—Takes you to the end of 
your document 
Ctrl + Page Up or Down keys—go up or 
down one page at a time 
Ctrl + N—Open a new page 
Ctrl + P—Print menu 
Ctrl + S– Save 
 

And if it all goes horribly wrong. Ctrl + Z undoes your last action! 

Computer BitsComputer BitsComputer BitsComputer Bits 
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T his recipe is one of my special favourites for lunch, 
and it takes very little time to prepare. Of course you 
can add any filing you desire, cheese and coleslaw, 
baked beans and cheese, prawns and Thousand 

Island Dressing or just add plenty of butter. The tuna mix is 
also very tasty in a sandwich. 

 

Jacket Potatoes 
 

Oven temp: 220°C, 425°F Gas Mark 7 
 

Ingredients: 
2 medium size potatoes 
Butter (optional) 
1 can of tuna 
 
Turn on the oven to warm. 
Wash and dry two medium size 
potatoes. 
Put them in a microwave oven for about 
5-6 minutes depending on the size. 
Whilst they are cooking, open a can of 
tuna fish, drain the fish and place in a 
bowl. Open a can of sweet corn and 
drain (only use half) or defrost a handful 
of corn. Mix the two together with 2 
heaped tablespoons of coleslaw 
Add a little mayonnaise to form a stiff consistency if you wish but it is not 
necessary, as tuna can be dry. 
When the potatoes are almost cooked inside but still firm put them in the 
oven to bake until they are a good baked colour, crisp if you prefer. 
At this stage you can wipe a little butter on the outside to give a gloss to 
them, but be careful as they are very hot. 
The timing of the potatoes from the oven is very much down to the 
individual, how crisp you allow the potatoes to get, is up to you, but starting 
them off in the microwave does cut down the oven cooking time 
When a sharp vegetable knife goes through the potatoes cut a deep cross 
along the top edge and put some butter in each (optional) 
Place two heaped tablespoons of mixture along the top 
This mixture is enough to fill 4 medium potatoes 

Cookery with ValerieCookery with ValerieCookery with ValerieCookery with Valerie    

A small amount of sweet corn 
Coleslaw  
A little mayonnaise 
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In Memory of YvonneIn Memory of YvonneIn Memory of YvonneIn Memory of Yvonne    

H ere is a message that I received from Brian Baylis following the 
funeral of his wife, Yvonne.  
 
First of all, I would like to thank you all for the mass of cards, 

support, and sympathy received this week, for the loss of my Darling Wife of 
just 8 days, Yvonne. 
 

Sadly, Yvonne was taken with septicaemia, chest infection, and metastatic 
ovarian cancer, according 
to the death certificate. 
I am sending you these 
two photos of the 
Memorial Garden I have 
made in our back garden. 
Showing before and after, 
using floral tributes from 
Yvonne's funeral that I 
collected just this 
afternoon. Bearing in 
mind, I had when starting 
to dig over this area the 
other day, trapped yet 

B ishop Laurie writes… 
 

We would like to thank all those who gave so generously to the 
wonderful gift that we received from the parishes of the Diocese to 
mark our retirement after eighteen years in Essex. We were quite 

overwhelmed. It has allowed us to have the patio of our new home repaired 
very beautifully. So we look forward to sitting in our 
garden in the summer with that lovely reminder all around 
us of the parishes of the Diocese that we love so much. 
Thank you everybody. 
 

God bless,  
 

Bishop Laurie and Vicki Green.   

Thank You from Bishop LaurieThank You from Bishop LaurieThank You from Bishop LaurieThank You from Bishop Laurie    
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another nerve in my back again, yet determined it wasn't going to stop me 
setting it up for my Wonderful Wife, that Yvonne was, even though just 8 
days. The 8 years previous, we were just like Husband & Wife, much to 
many people's surprise, when we told them we just 'lived together' until 
Yvonne proposed to me. 
When these die off, I will be planting a number of Freesia bulbs 
seeing as these were Yvonne's favourite flower. 
 

In the near future, I intend to add a small plaque, where the front tribute is 
and the same as those used at crematoria. I will also add other plants I 
know Yvonne loved, in order to replace the name tribute I made. 
Immediately in front of this at present, even if it can't be seen properly, is a 
framed photo from our wedding, that I have now bought back indoors. 
 

To those of you who attended the funeral, I would just like to say thank you 
from the bottom of my heart, for the tremendous support you ALL gave me 
as well on the day. It was something I will never forget. I do intend placing a 
thank you in the local paper, as many of those attending, don't have 
Internet. 
 

To those of you unable to attend for whatever reason, your support, 
thoughts, and cards more than made up for it, so thank you as well.   
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15-21 May 2011 
 
Christian Aid and its partners are working to 
bring an end to poverty around the world - 
tackling its root causes as well as its effects. 
From HIV awareness raising to supporting 
human rights, Christian Aid doesn’t just tackle poverty - it challenge its 
causes.  
Prayer for those in need: 
 

God, who is more than we can ever imagine, 
give us a bigger picture of the world; 

give us a broader view of justice; 
give us dreams of love 

that are not defined by boundaries of geography or race or religion, 
or by the limitations of worldly structures and systems. 

Enlarge our imaginations and inspire our courage this Christian Aid Week 
to put ourselves in that bigger picture. 

Keep us struggling, 
keep us faithful, 

Christian Aid WeekChristian Aid WeekChristian Aid WeekChristian Aid Week    

Val Kingsley spoke for most of us in this email sent to 
Brian on the day after the funeral: 
 

Hello Brian, 
My heart and my prayers go out to you. I thought of you 
a lot yesterday, and on the very rare occasions I have 
wished I could drive this has been one of them. I am 
going to forward this onto Dawn for her to be able to 
put a piece in next month’s magazine. I hope you don't 
mind? I consider your bravery in all this tremendous, the 
courage you have shown throughout Yvonne's problems, 
well, I don't think just anybody could have coped as well 
as you. I am getting very tearful just writing this to you. Please know that I 
care and send you all the strength you can find in this and your many other 
friends (not forgetting family) to cope with each day. Do come and visit 
your friends at St. Nicholas whenever you are in the area.  

God Bless  

Val  
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                            Mothers’ Union Report                    Mothers’ Union Report                    Mothers’ Union Report                    Mothers’ Union Report    

H ello again,  
 

We’ve just enjoyed Easter Time followed by all 
the celebrations for the Royal Wedding. Where 
is the time going, I wonder? My own youngest 

grandchild Grace will be four soon and will be going to 
infant school. It only seems like yesterday she was born. 
 

Our ladies of the Mothers Union are always aware of the 
precious minutes they can spend with their children and 
grandchildren. 
 

This month we had a very interesting talk from ‘Rethink’ 
the mental charity. Cheryl brought with her two very nice 
ladies who had been through the trauma of depression 
and all that this illness brings to bear on every member 
of the family. Lisa and her mum, Yvonne, talked to us 
about Lisa’s inability to venture outdoors for seven years, 
but thankfully has now made a new start with a hopeful 
future. She is so young to be suffering like this and my 

heart went out to her because she has such a lot of living to do.  
 

keep us strong, 
so that we never give up on the promise of your kingdom, 

where the world is transformed, 
and all can enjoy life in all its fullness. 

Loving God, 
in Jesus you offer life to the world 

and love to its people. 
When we see life only for ourselves, 

forgive us. 
Help us to hear your transforming love 

speaking to us of respect, dignity and worth, 
telling us that we are loved 

and that we are to love one another. 
In the knowledge of this love, 

work through us to bring your justice to the world, 
this Christian Aid Week and beyond. 
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D ue to the heavy work load preparing for the launch of the Laindon 
and District Community archive web site 
(www.laindonhistory.org.uk), and a week’s holiday I decided once 
again to raid my own archive and see what I could find of interest. 

The following is a piece by author unknown, written sometime during the 
late fifties. The sections in italics are my observations on the article. 
 

Laindon 
 

Whilst the Boer War, the death of Queen Victoria and the Coronation of King 
Edward were still fresh in people’s minds, Laindon was a nice and peaceful 
little village. The main industry was farming and the lovely rich, clay soil 
produced very fine crops. Of course horses were in great demand and the 
village blacksmith, Mr Tom Newman was a very busy man. Crime was 
practically unknown and we had one policeman P.C. Pledger who had ample 
time to maintain a good garden. 
 

The main farmers of this period would have been the Buckinghams, 
Markhams, French’s and the Grays in Langdon Hills and they are still with us 

Histories, Memories… Part 65Histories, Memories… Part 65Histories, Memories… Part 65Histories, Memories… Part 65    

This organisation does wonders for people like Lisa and others who are a lot 
worse off. All sorts of suffering is out there and so many need our help, with 
any donations one can give to fund this charity.  
 

Famous celebrities get into the papers because of their mental illness such as 
Barbara Streisand, Mozart and Princess Diana, but ordinary folk struggle just 
as much— without the funds to help them. There was even a lady so badly 
traumatised that she lived under her bed for ten years, can you believe it? 
What a state of mind she must have been in. Thank goodness ‘Rethink’ got 
to hear about her and has now been able to come to her rescue. 
 

I am typing this today with the sun beaming down on me. What a great day 
for being able to do things that I am capable of and not worry about too 
much. 
 

God Bless you all. Please talk to somebody if you have a problem, you should 
not suffer in silence, there is always someone who will listen, especially at 
church. 
  

Val 
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to this day. The blacksmith’s business we can trace back to the early 1700s. 
Today it is in the hands of the Quelch family and has been since 1968. 
 

The first upset in Laindon was the 1914 war – Most of our men joined the 
Forces. Then we had the Berkshire Yeomanry stationed here for training and 
they were billeted on people whenever a room could be found. There were 
mounted troops – horses everywhere but after a time their horses were 
taken away and substituted by bikes. When they were drafted we had a large 
number of German Prisoners of War sent here to work on the farms. 
 

This is the first time I have come across the suggestion that we had the 
Berkshire Yeomanry stationed in Laindon and that Germany POWs from the 
First World War worked on the local farms – Further research is required. 
 

When the war was over another big upheaval took place – the making of the 
New Arterial Road. There were fleets of F.W.D. Lorries (ex army) carting 
materials from Laindon Railway Station – our nicely, hitherto main road 
(Laindon High Road), maintained by Carters Brassey Clark and Sons and 
steamed-rolled by Len Hackett, was mangled by the heavy loads – the road 
was cut to pieces. 
The Arterial Road (A127) was built as a single carriageway in 1926 and it was 
considered at the time that the prettiest spot that it ran through was 
Laindon. It was duelled in 1933/34. 
 

After about 20 years of rather unsettled peace, World War II started in 1939 
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and lasted six years – during which time people were buying ground and 
erecting weekend bungalows where their wives and children lived, to escape 
the air raids in London. Many of these bungalows were improved and 
thereafter used as permanent dwellings. 
 

The buying of plots of land had in fact been going on since the early 1890s. 
The two wars however certainly speeded up the exodus from the city to 
Laindon and pastures new. 
 

The Laindon Manor House (once the property of General Buller of Boer war 
fame) was once a monastery with a moat all round – also an underground 
tunnel to St. Nicholas Church. This church, by the way, is reputed to have 
been used by Oliver Cromwell and he sheltered his horse in the vestry. 
 

This is another new piece of information to me – the Manor House, the 
property of General Butler and once a monastery – more research for me. 
The question of a tunnel I think we can ignore, you only have to look at the 
terrain the tunnel would have had to be constructed over and I am sure you 
will come to the same conclusion as me – no tunnel. Now with regards to the 
question of Oliver Cromwell’s troops being in the area, I believe this is 
factual. Cannon balls from this period have been found in the Church Yard 
and in the Fortune of War area. It is also known that the troops embarked at 
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East Tilbury on their way to Colchester and there is strong evidence that the 
route taken was through Laindon to link up with the now A12. Also it is 
believed the stained glass windows that were once in the church were 
destroyed at around this time. Whether their horses were stabled in the 
vestry is questionable, there would have only been room for two. 
 

The land surrounding the Manor House was named “Manor House Estate” it 
was portioned out with roads - many of these had Boer War names – Buller, 
Roberts, Powell etc. It was sold up in building plots by Mr Helmore who then 
lived in the Manor House. 
 

The walls of the Manor House were hollow and could be walked in. The 
cellar had spring water always running through it and Mr Sloper who farmed 
there kept his milk in churns in the running water. 
The Manor House was later hacked about by someone who thought he could 
divide it into flats – but being not versed with structure he ruined it and it 
became wreck – it was a great loss. 
 

The biggest upset to Laindon was the Basildon Corporation – Many hard 
working and thrifty people were deprived of their homes – and very good 
farm land was lost to us for ever. 
 

Ken Porter 
01268 546179 
k.kfp@btinternet.com 
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The View From My PewThe View From My PewThe View From My PewThe View From My Pew    

The Prologue: 
 

St Nicholas Lottery: 
 

I made some very simple changes to 
how the lottery works and I have to say 
that now, it is much better than ever 
before. A quick summary of these 
changes are as follows.  
1. The bonus ball is now included as     
part of every weekly draw.  

2. Subs went up to £1 and this makes the maths a doddle.  
3. The entry form appears on the Bible & Hymnal cupboard and people 

know this is their chance to enter.  
4. A progress sheet appears in the same place every week so people know  

who is winning (before, you used to hear about very entrant – boring, 
who really cares about who is not going to win?).  
 

All in all, a big round of thanks goes to everyone who is supporting the 
fundraising and for all the enthusiasm shown – well done all! As I write there 
are five people all waiting for their 6th number to be drawn, exciting stuff 
eh? 
Spare Time.  Listen to any conversation that takes place anywhere these 
days and a big concern of people is their spare time. There seems to be two 
distinct camps. 
 

• People who have a  full time job and don’t have any spare time 
• People who don’t have a full time job and don’t have any spare time at 

all 
 

The reason for this lack of hours, minutes and seconds? To be honest I don’t 
think there is a simple explanation but a major factor seems to be that there 
are just too many things available for people to do. Think of how you spend 
your own spare time (however little that is) and it probably involves spending 
time on a mobile phone sending or receiving SMS messages, tapping 
keyboard keys on a PC because you are looking at countless websites 
without ever finding that one you really wanted to see, or reading countless 
emails half of which are unsolicited junk. If it isn’t that you could be looking 
through countless Freeview or FreeSat channels cursing that there isn’t 
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anything on that you really want to see. Or it could be  reviewing endless 
voice phone messages which you did not get round to listening to, or 
perhaps you have a games console that the children need you to play with. 
Then there is all the good old chores… the cleaning, dusting, cooking, 
ironing, food shopping... 
 
The list of things is endless so I won’t bother listing any more I am sure you 
have got the point. None of these things are bad, most of them I quite enjoy 
BUT they sure do burn up lots of time. So much time that anything comes up 
unexpectedly it sort of feels like there is no way you can fit things in AND 
there is the trap. Most things we do don’t have to be done it’s our choice to 
do them. (Yes I know the chores are not quite like this but you can shop on 
line, there’s a fleet of vans just waiting to deliver stuff – there is a van comes 
and picks up ironing at Winter Folly so everything has an easy way out). 
 
SO it’s our choice, every time. Do you want to do XYZ or not? 
 
Yet, think about it. How many of us feel that we can’t fit anything more into 
our time. I watched a TV program the other day about a family that was so 
busy it had no time to sit and eat or talk with each other. Mum cooked ad 
hoc meals and the kids spent their time in their own bedrooms on their own 
personal TV PC Moby Play Station, etc. The solution? An advisor removed all 
the extra TVs, PCs and other related gadgetry that we swear blind we can’t 
live without. You know what? There was uproar at first but as the weeks 
went by no one missed any of them because they filled their time with more 
useful things like talking and helping each other. Eating together, going out 
together, and concentrating on the people immediately round them instead 
of being ‘global’. All this is a big debate and I don’t know what the rights and 
wrongs of all this networking stuff is BUT if I sowed a little seed and it got 
you thinking about questioning all these latest faddy things then perhaps 
that is enough for now. I recently found time to join the Laindon Activity 
Centre and I go for two hours a week to take part in Short Mat Bowls. We 
play an hour, sit and have a cuppa for 20 minutes and then play another 
hour. No one gets uptight about who wins or loses and it is good fun. I 
always said I couldn’t fit stuff like that in before now BUT I begin to see 
perhaps an error of my ways. 
 
SNIPPETS 
No time to find a snippet this month – so maybe two next month or maybe 
none again, depends if there is time or not! 
 
Paul – see you at my pew anytime for a chat 
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I f you ever buy anything online, please would you consider joining 
EasyFundraising, so that St. Nicholas Church can raise badly needed 
funds. This won't cost you a penny. 
All you need to do is to go to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ and 

register, stating St. Nicholas Church, Laindon with Dunton as your 
chosen charity. 
 

Then, you can choose from over 2000 of the UK's best-known retailers 
including many popular names such as Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis and 
HMV, and when you shop using the links on the EasyFundraising site, up to 
15% from every purchase you make is donated to St. Nicholas Church. 
Simply go to the EasyFundraising site, log in and find the retailer from whom 
you intend to shop. Click on the link to that retailer and shop as normal.  
 

It doesn't cost a penny extra to shop and raise funds for St. Nicholas 
Church using the EasyFundraising site, and as many retailers now give extra 
discounts when you buy online, you can even save money! 
If you would like any further information, please let me know. 

Easy FundraisingEasy FundraisingEasy FundraisingEasy Fundraising    

Basildon Hospital 0845 1553111 
Police Non Emergency 01268 538812 

Basildon Police 01268 532212 
Council Emergency Line 01268 286622 

Basildon Council 01268 533333 
Special Refuse Collection 01268 294949 

Street Lighting Issues 01268 297500 
Pitsea Civic Amenity (tip) 01245 491222 

Age Concern 01268 493205 

Samaritans 0845 790909  
St Luke’s Hospice 01268 524973 

Citizen Advice 0870 1264042 
Emergency Doctors 01375 393388 

Laindon Library 01268 532212 
Bus Enquiries 0871 2003456 
Rail Enquiries 0845 7484950 

Stephen Metcalfe M.P. 01268 583307  

John Baron M.P. 01268 520765 
Value Cars Taxi Co. 01268 544444 

Important Telephone Numbers        

Child Protection, Child Line  0800 1111  

Dawn 
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St Nicholas welcomes advertisements and thanks advertisers for their support. 
However, it does not endorse any of the services or products that are advertised. 
Please mention the St. Nicholas Parish Magazine when responding to adverts. If you 
would like to advertise in our magazine, please contact Dawn. Details on back page. 
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STANTON HOPE LIMITED 
11 SEAX COURT,  
SOUTHFIELDS,  
LAINDON,  
ESSEX UK SS15 6LY 
 
Telephone : 01268 419141  
Fax : 01268 545992 
E mail : sales@stantonhope.co.uk 

 Forestry, arboriculture, horticulture, conservation, landscaping - 
professional quality tools, at competitive prices. 

Make Stanton Hope your 'one-stop' supplier for all your tool and 
equipment needs. 

After four decades of supplying quality tools and equipment tools to  
discerning users, our reputation speaks for itself.  

By Appointment to  
Her Majesty The Queen 

Suppliers of Forestry Equipment 
Stanton Hope Ltd. 

 

A family concern, Prestige Nursing has over 60 
years’ experience of providing care and support to 
people in the privacy and comfort of their own 
homes. 

For care as individual as you are  

• Personal Care 
• Holiday Care 
• Home from  

Hospital 

• Domestic Care 
• Live-in Care 
• Convalescence  

Care 

• Companionship 
• Respite Care 
• Specialist Nursing  

Care 

Using only the very best nursing and care staff we provide a 
responsive, high quality and value for money service tailored to your 
exact needs, designed to give you complete peace of mind.   

For more information call 0208 616 4405, 
email ilford@prestige-nursing.co.uk or go 
online at www.prestige-nursing.co.uk 
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A.W. Masser 
Specialists in: 

♦ Flat Felt Roofing 
♦ Tiling 

♦ Slating 
♦ Fascias and Soffits  

♦ Cladding 
♦ Repairs 

Tel:  
01268 
414127 
Mob:  
07815 
749072 

 

St Nicholas welcomes advertisements and thanks advertisers for their 
support. However, it does not endorse any of the services or products that 

are advertised. Please mention 
the St. Nicholas Parish Magazine 
when responding to adverts. If 
you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact 
Dawn. Details on back page. 

Wedding Hair  
At  

Home or 
Venue 
Please contact  

Phil 
01268 554885 

Or  
07784 928627 

Fairtrade’s 
vision is of a 

world in 
which justice 

and 
sustainable 

development are at the heart 
of trade structures and 

practices so that  
everyone, through their 

work, can maintain a decent 
and dignified  

livelihood and develop their 
full potential.  

MAKE IT HAPPEN 
CHOOSE FAIRTRADE  

 

 

•BOILER REPLACEMENTS 
•FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

INSTALLED 
•POWER FLUSHING 
•RADIATORS REPLACED 
•APPLIANCES INSTALLED 
•REPAIRS TO TAPS BALL VALVES/

BURST PIPES 
 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 
INCLUDING TILING & PLASTERING 

 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

FULLY INSURED     ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

TEL: 01268 566275 
MOB: 07986 381511 
www.aquaplumbingrayleigh.co.uk 

BENFLEET RESIDENT 

AQUA PLUMBING 
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£75,000!  
It’s a daunting task to raise such an 
enormous sum but the necessary repair 
work to St. Nicholas Church has to be 
completed—and completed soon, before 
more damage is sustained.  
Many events were organised last year to 
raise money—one notable and very 
successful event was the ‘Laindon’s Got 
Talent’ Festival on the weekend of 11th 
and 12th September 2010. Many more 
are in the process of being organised in 
2011, so please check our website 
regularly for details.   
If you would like to help us to preserve 
this beautiful building for future 
generations, there are several things that 
you can do.  
 

If you would like to help support or 
organise an event or donate a sum—large or small, please contact Revd. 
Diane Ricketts at 38, Claremont Road, Laindon, Essex SS15 5PZ or telephone 
01268 411190. You can also contact Revd. Diane via our website http://
www.stnicholaslaindon.co.uk/Contact/contact.htm 
 
 

If you ever buy goods online, please consider registering with Easy 
Fundraising and nominating St. Nicholas Church as your charity. If you log in 
to Easy Fundraising http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ and then go to 
whichever site you want to purchase items from, Easy Fundraising will credit 
our church with a percentage of whatever you spend. This won’t cost you a 
penny and effectively raises money for doing very little!  
 

If you spend a lot of time surfing the Internet, please consider using the 
Easy Fundraising search engine. If you have nominated St. Nicholas Church 
as your charity, every search that you make using the search engine raises 
money for us too.  
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/how_it_works:_easysearch/ 
 
Please keep in touch either via email or on the St. Nicholas Church Facebook 
page on http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=116809441680697  

Fund RaisingFund RaisingFund RaisingFund Raising    


